[Lung embolism in the elderly].
Elderly people have an increased risk of suffering from thrombo-embolic events. Lung embolism is often found as a cause of death in autopsies in elderly people. However, it is unknown whether the increased age is a risk factor per se or whether elderly people suffer more often from co-morbidities associated with a higher thrombo-embolic risk. Immobility is the most important risk factor for thrombo-embolic events. Other risk factors include trauma, surgery, venous stase, genetic factors (thrombophilia) and a history of past thrombo-embolic events. Although the probability of suffering from a thrombo-embolic event increases with age, it can be difficult to find the correct diagnosis in elderly people: symptoms like dyspnoe or chest pain might be explained by other cardio-pulmonary diseases. In this review, we would like to give an overview about the diagnostic and therapeutic steps in elderly people.